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villa, and which did not easily communicate with the pre-
cipitous and surrounding scenery, that Lothair would in-
dulge that habit of introspection which he had pursued
through many a long ride, and which to him was a never-
failing source of interest and even excitement.

He wanted to ascertain the causes of what he deemed
the failure of his life, and of the dangers and discomfiture
that were still impending over him. Were these causes to
be found in any peculiarity of his disposition, or in the
general inexperience and incompetence of youth ? The
latter he was now quite willing to believe would lead their
possessors into any amount of disaster, but his ingenuous
nature hesitated before it accepted them as the self-com-
placent solution of his present deplorable position.

Of a nature profound and inquisitive, though with a
great fund of reverence which had been developed by an
ecclesiastical education, Lothair now felt that he had started
in life with an extravagant appreciation of the influence of
the religious principle on the conduct of human affairs.
With him, when heaven was so nigh, earth could not be
remembered; and yet experience showed that, so long as
one was on the earth, the incidents of this planet consider-
ably controlled one's existence, both in behaviour and in
thought. All the world could not retire to Mount Athos.
It was clear, therefore, that there was a juster conception
of the relations between religion and life than that which
he had at first adopted.

Practically, Theodora had led or was leading him to this
result; but Theodora, though religious, did not bow before
those altars to which he for a moment had never been
faithless. Theodora believed in her immortality, and did
not believe in death according to the ecclesiastical interpre-
tation. But her departure from the scene, and the circiim-
stanees under which it had taken place, had unexpectedly
and violently restored the course of his life to its old bent,